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“Waulid you chooseto *
. have ysur blood donated -
. and.stored before your -
" - operation if the total "~ -

" charge.that you wounid

"~ have.to pay out of your
. own mcome was 51 0009”

_:uled for electlve surgery On -
average, eight percent of .
patients having this operatron o
receive a ‘blood transfusion. -
You live in California, and as‘
is requlred by law, your sur-

. ‘geon explains that autologous
- blood donation (ABD) [donat—-’ ,
. ing. and storing your. blood - -

- prior to surgery] is-an o tlon o )
¥ geryl) P g -surroundrng ABD and the use

~ of contingent Valuatlon asa-
" method to measure patients’

If you need-a- transfusion,

. your own banked blood -
"~ would be used first. If you arei
" not able to donate blood,"
- -decide not to part1c1pate in
- ABD, or require more blood
than- you have banked, allo-
',genelc blood from the volun:
teer blood supply will be used'
. "Your surgeon informs you -
- "'that this allogeneic bloodis
o jscreened for all known infec-
- tious agents and is thought to
- be very safe.

- _“What would you doD Would

~you donate blood for yourself o
- or not? If ABD were not cov-
ered under your i 1nsurance

- Technology

B pohcy and

“out of pocket for the T
~procedure, how, much would >
you be willing to pay? In this
© issue of RISK IN PERSPEC- o
_ - TIVE, we discuss pohcy issues -
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" lssueb . ..

you had to pay

- willingness to. pay (WTP) for -
: thrs procedure P
~ ABDIS NOT casr-rﬁreuvt L

“ Why are people ) concerned .
* “about ABD, which accounts

for a very small part of the .
total surgical and hospitaliza- .
tion costs? Several articles B

‘Have now beeri pubhshed con-
cluding that ABD is not cost-
“effective. Although a unit of
“autologous blood costs $76-

$198 (about $21-$48 more

than a umt of allogenelc SRR






